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“The New York composer William Hawley (b.1950) has selected two singular poems for a work especially composed for the ensemble Singer Pur: the myth-homageing ode Der Abend (1795), an Ovidian depiction of sunset, as well as Abschied vom Leser (1795), a kind of invocation of the muse ‘in reverse’. Hawley’s rendering seeks to impart the deep nature-consciousness of Der Abend and the evocation of death represented by the ‘silent muse’ as a liberating, cathartic moment for the artist.”
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